
Here’s how to make it happen:   
• Document the data acquisition, QA/QC, metadata, 

content, review process and formats appropriate to 
the data in an Open File Report (or similar publication) 

• Establish a website to serve the data, preferably using 
services that enable access and discovery; have it 
reviewed, but don’t publish until approved. 

• Obtain Database Approval (from your center Director)  
• Approval is based on adequate description of the 

workflow and conformance to USGS Survey Manual 
and FSP (IM OSQI 2015-03; SM 502.5) 

• Follow the process described in the document to 
process and review a new dataset and its metadata 

• Obtain a Dataset DOI for the new dataset  
• Publish the new conforming dataset to the website 

with DOI citation. 

Example Oceanographic Time-Series Database experiment page: 

Data Publication and Access via Approved Database 
 Ellyn Montgomery, Fran Lightsom, WHCMSC 

Database approval document title 
 

Link to approval document 
 

Link to website serving the data 

Documentation of the U.S. Geological Survey Oceanographic Time-
Series Measurement Database.  Montgomery, et al., 2007 

http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/pubs/of2007-1194/ 
 

http://stellwagen.er.usgs.gov/ 
 

Documentation of the U.S. Geological Survey Sea Floor Stress and 
Sediment Mobility Database.  Dalyander,  et al., 2012 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2012/1137/  
 

http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/project-pages/mobility/ 
 

U.S. Geological Survey East-Coast Sediment Analysis: 
Procedures, Database, and GIS Data. Poppe, et al., 2005 

http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/openfile/of2005-
1001/ 

http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/project-pages/sediment/ 

Examples of USGS Approved Databases maintained by Coastal and Marine Geology Program 
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